
Dear fellow travelers to the annual Solemn Novena to St. Ann, 
 
Welcome home!  On behalf of the entire Passionist Community I want to welcome 
you back for your annual spiritual retreat for the summer.  For generations our 
families have traveled to this holy place of St. Ann’s to receive the grace we need 
to live our faith in the coming year. 
 
This year was significant for us in many ways.  Fr. Kenneth Walsh, C.P., who has 
been a fixture at St. Ann for many years, went home to God on Holy Saturday. Fr. 
Cassian Yuhaus, C.P. who is such a part of the living history of St. Ann’s was 
recovering from illness for four months and is back with us.  Fr. Malcolm 
Cornwell, C.P., is still recovering and dealing with health issues since January.  On 
Ash Wednesday our monastery was broken into and our pastor Fr. Fran Landry, 
C.P. was brutally attacked.  The trauma was terrible for him and the community as 
well.  The last week in June St. Ann’s Media officially ended a ministry that 
brought the daily mass and the weekly Monday Novena to thousands of people 
since 1991. This ministry was a great source of  comfort for people who wanted to 
keep their connection to St. Ann’s alive.  Along with these many challenges the 
enormous financial strain on St. Ann’s is a constant worry. 
 
Yes, like you, our “family” deals with the struggles and challenges of everyday life 
that impacts all of us.  And, like you, we try each day to be faithful to the mission 
that Christ has entrusted us with. One of the gifts that we as a Passionist 
community have is the fact that your faith and seeing you here every year at the 
Solemn Novena with your families gives us hope. As I make the Novena this year, 
I know that the many burdens that people bring to this Novena are real.  But I also 
know that the peace they feel after the Novena allows them not to be controlled or 
discouraged because of their burdens.   
 
Bishop Neil Tiedemann, C.P. and Fr. Cedric Pisegna, C.P., one a missionary 
Bishop, and the other a full time preacher, need our prayers that the Holy Spirit 
will inspire them to give them words that keep our Passion for Christ alive and 
active as we strive to be people of faith. We pray that St. Paul of the Cross will 
give Bishop Neil and Fr. Cedric the words they need to help us to keep moving on 
our pilgrimage of faith.  Make yourself at home here at St. Ann’s. Welcome back 
to the Solemn Novena. 
 
 
Fr. James Price, C.P. 
Rector   


